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Please note: some of these courses may require prerequisites prior to admission into the course.

Biology (Zoology) with labs to include:
1 quarter (1 semester) of Human Anatomy
1 quarter (1 semester) of Human Physiology
1 quarter (1 semester) upper division course in (300 level or above) Human or Animal 
Physiology 
This requirement may be satisfied by a course in Exercise Physiology, offered through an 
Exercise Science Department.
1 quarter (1 semester) advanced course (300 level or above) of your choosing (at least 3 
semester credits or 4 quarter credits) in Biology or Zoology

Recommended courses include Embryology, Microbiology, Developmental 
Biology, Cell Biology, Pathology 

Note: classes in botany, fish and wildlife biology and ecology will not satisfy this requirement.

Chemistry with labs to include:
3 quarters (2 semesters) of Chemistry

Physics with labs to include:
3 quarters (2 semesters) of Physics

Psychology or Behavioral Science
any 2 courses in behavioral science including psychology, sociology or anthropology 
1 quarter (1 semester) of Statistics

A minimum of 2.0 (C) is required to fulfill each course listed above for the 
course to be counted toward your prerequisite fulfillment. 

Note: an overall prerequisite gpa of 3.00 is required for application.

All prerequisite coursework must be completed by August 15 of the admission 
year. 

Note: courses from other institutions with a pre-Physical Therapy or Physical Therapy title 
will NOT count toward meeting either prerequisite or professional degree requirements.

5.	Complete a baccalaureate degree with a minimum overall cumulative gpa 
of 3.00 and a minimum gpa in prerequisite courses of 3.00, at the time of 
application and admission.
6.	Complete a minimum of 75 hours of work/observation/volunteer experience 
under the supervision of a licensed physical therapist. This experience must be 
verified in writing by the supervising physical therapist, whose license number 
must appear on the verification form included with the application materials. It 
is strongly recommended that you maintain contact with the physical therapists 
who supervised your clinical experiences so that you may call upon them to 
verify your experiences once you have received the verification form with the 
application packet. Participation in at least two different types of practice 
settings (e.g., acute care institutions, rehabilitation centers, pediatric centers, 
residential facilities, nursing homes, schools, orthopedic outpatient clinics) is 
required, with a minimum of 30 hours in at least one of these settings.
7.	Have each of the following individuals complete a letter of recommendation 
form included in the application packet:

•	 	1 basic science instructor

•	 	1 physical therapist

•	 	1 current or any former employer
8.	Interviews are the final stage and an integral part of the application process. 
Interview invitations are extended only to applicants who demonstrate 
competitive academic proficiency and satisfactory progress in all other areas 
of the application.
Applications for admission into the Doctor of Physical Therapy Program 
are available on our university website or upon request from PTCAS Link: 
www.ptcas.org.

EWU 
Physical Therapy 

Department

270 Health Science Bld. 
310 N. Riverpoint Blvd. 

Spokane, WA 99202-1675

509.368.6601 
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Meryl Gersh, Chair
270 Health Science Building 

310 N. Riverpoint Blvd. 
Spokane, WA 99202–0002

509.828.1354

DPT

Faculty:
D. Anton, K. Cleary, N. Erikson, W. Erikson, M. Gersh, T. LaPier, T. Lewis, 
R. Mizner, P Nelson, S. Parisot, B. Russell, D. Vander Linden

GRADUATE PROGRAM
student learning outcomes – students will:
•	 integrate the principles of teaching and learning in professional practice;
•	 respond to the changing health care environment;
•	 use ethical and moral principles in professional practice;
•	 incorporate the principles of research in physical therapy practice;
•	 practice physical therapy incorporating scientific knowledge and critical analysis;
•	 value lifelong learning through personal and professional growth.

DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY
The curriculum is designed to prepare leaders for the profession of physical 
therapy whose focus of practice is to diagnose and manage movement 
dysfunction and enhance the physical and functional abilities of the clients 
they serve. The curriculum consists of 11 sequenced quarters of full-time 
attendance. Basic science courses and physical therapy skill courses are 
taught in the first academic year. A clinical internship is offered in the 
summer after the first academic year. In the second year clinical science 
courses integrate medical science knowledge through increasingly complex 
client scenarios. Within the clinical science courses, students address client 
problems in a format consistent with the five elements of patient care 
(examination, evaluation, diagnosis, prognosis and intervention) which 
are described in the Guide to Physical Therapist Practice. These elements of 
patient care are used to address client problems in each of the four practice 
patterns which include patients with musculoskeletal, neuromuscular, 
cardiopulmonary or integumentary disorders.
  Professional seminars are embedded in the curriculum as are courses 
in evidence-based practice and clinical research. Students will successfully 
complete a comprehensive examination at the end of the second year to 
advance to the final three 10-week clinical internships.
  Class sizes are restricted each year to ensure optimal student learning, 
thus enabling each student to receive comprehensive instructional and 
clinical experiences.
  The Department of Physical Therapy is fully and unconditionally 
accredited by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy 
Education.

Admissions Requirements/Preparation
The admission process to the Doctor of Physical Therapy program is 
competitive. The requirements listed below are the minimum acceptable 
requirements to apply to the program and are not indicative of the 
competitive range of students generally accepted into the professional 
physical therapy program.

1.	 Qualify and apply for acceptance into Eastern Washington University 
Graduate Studies.

2.	 Complete a baccalaureate degree at an accredited institution by August 15 
of the year of admission.

3.	 Complete the Graduate Record Examination (GRE) by December 1 of 
application year.

4.	 Complete the courses listed below, designated for the “science major.” Please 
note that courses designated for nursing students, or allied health professions 
students, are not acceptable in lieu of the science prerequisites for science 
majors listed below: 

PHYSICAL THERAPY  College of Science, Health & Engineering
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first year

Fall Quarter
PHTH 501 Clinical Anatomy/Physiology I (5)
PHTH 533 Functional Anatomy I (5)
PHTH 536 Physical Therapy Practice Seminar I (2)
PHTH 540 Principles of Evidence-Based Practice I (1)
PHTH 546 Integumentary Therapeutics (4)
PHTH 561 Clinical Education Seminar I (1)

Total credit hours 	 18 credits

Winter Quarter
PHTH 502 Clinical Anatomy/Physiology II (3)
PHTH 534 Functional Anatomy II (3)
PHTH 554 Diagnosis in Physical Therapy (4)
PHTH 541 Principles of Evidence-Based Practice II (2)
PHTH 562 Clinical Education Seminar II (1)
PHTH 571 Neuroscience (5)

Total credit hours 	 18 credits

Spring Quarter
PHTH 503 Clinical Anatomy/Physiology III (3)
PHTH 538 Therapeutic Exercise and Interventions (4) 
PHTH 542 Principles of Evidence-Based Practice III (2)
PHTH 553 Educational Aspects of Physical Therapy (2)
PHTH 563 Clinical Education Seminar III (1)
PHTH 572 Applied Neuroscience (4)
PHTH 576 Pharmacology (2)

Total credit hours 	 18 credits

Summer Quarter
PHTH 547 Professional Development Seminar (2)
PHTH 569 Health Care Systems I (2)
PHTH 581 Clinical Internship I (5)

Total credit hours	 9 credits

second year

Fall Quarter
PHTH 616 Musculoskeletal Systems I (5)
PHTH 626 Neuromuscular Systems I (5)
PHTH 634 Exercise Physiology (3)
PHTH 636 Physical Therapy Practice Seminar II (2)
PHTH 661 Clinical Education Seminar IV (1)
PHTH 675 Clinical Research I (2)

Total credit hours 	 18 credits

Winter Quarter
PHTH 617 Musculoskeletal Systems II (5)
PHTH 628 Neuromuscular Systems III (4)
PHTH 635 Cardiopulmonary Systems (4) 
PHTH 646 Integumentary Systems (3)
PHTH 662 Clinical Education Seminar V (1)

Total credit hours	 17 credits

Spring Quarter
PHTH 618 Musculoskeletal Systems III (4)
PHTH 627 Neuromuscular Systems II (3)
PHTH 641 Multiple Systems (2)
PHTH 663 Clinical Education Seminar VI (1)
PHTH 665 Physical Therapy Administration (3)
PHTH 680 Geriatrics (2)

Total credit hours 	 15 credits

Summer Quarter
Choose 2 of the following topics courses: (6 credits)
PHTH 639 Topics in Physical Therapy: 
	 Musculoskeletal (3)
	 Neuromuscular (3)
	 Cardiopulmonary (3)
	 Integumentary (3)
and PHTH 669 Health Care Systems II (3)

Total credit hours	 9 credits

schedule of courses and credit hours for doctoral program

third year

Fall Quarter
PHTH 770 Clinical Research II (3)
PHTH 780 Clinical Internship II (10)

Total credit hours	 13 credits

Winter Quarter
PHTH 771 Clinical Research III (3)
PHTH 781 Clinical Internship III (10)

Total credit hours	 13 credits

Spring Quarter
PHTH 772 Clinical Research IV (3)
PHTH 782 Clinical Internship IV (10)

Total credit hours	 13 credits

Three-year total credit hours	 161 credits
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Physical Therapy 
Courses

Terms offered: check with the department or EagleNET.

All courses in physical therapy are restricted to 
students accepted into the DPT program on a 
full-time basis.

Note: Only students who have successfully completed the 
written comprehensive examination and who comply with 
the policies in the Clinical Education handbook can enroll 
in the third year full-time internship phase of the program.

PHTH 501	 Clinical Anatomy/Physiology I (5)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
 This course is the first of three focusing on the structure 
of the human body and its related function. This course 
is designed to provide the student with an opportunity to 
learn anatomical structures and the functional relationships 
of the structures to each other. The major emphasis of 
this course will be on the structures contained in the 
upper and lower extremities. Clinical correlations will 
be presented relating the anatomical structures discussed 
to the practice of physical therapy. The course is heavily 
weighted toward laboratory dissection. The physiology 
of muscle, nerve and bone will be discussed in relation 
to the function of the anatomical structures studied 
during the course.

PHTH 502	 Clinical Anatomy/Physiology II (3)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course is the second of three focusing on the structure 
of the human body and its related function. This course 
is designed to provide the student with an opportunity to 
learn anatomical structures and the functional relationship 
of the structures to each other. The major emphasis of 
this course will be on the structures contained in the 
spine. Clinical correlations will be presented relating 
the anatomical structures discussed to the practice of 
Physical Therapy. The course is heavily weighted toward 
laboratory dissection. Physiological function of cells and 
cellular components of the nervous system emphasizing 
integrative neurophysiology, sensory physiology and the 
autonomic nervous system will be discussed.

PHTH 503	 Clinical Anatomy/Physiology III (3)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program. 
This course is the third of three focusing on the 
structure of the human body and its related function. 
This course is designed to provide the student with 
an opportunity to learn anatomical structures and the 
functional relationships of the structures to each other. 
The major emphasis of this course will be structures 
contained in the head and neck, the thoracic cavity, 
the abdomen and the pelvis. The physiology of the 
special senses of taste, smell, sight and hearing will be 
discussed. The physiology of the cardiovascular system 
including the heart and circulatory system, of the lungs 
and the pulmonary system and of the gastrointestinal 
system will be discussed in relation to the function of 
the anatomical structures studied during the course.

PHTH 533	 Functional Anatomy I (5)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This is the first of two courses which focus on the study 
of human motion with emphasis on biomechanics 
and functional anatomy and their relationship to the 
fundamental understanding of exercise concepts and 
musculoskeletal evaluation with application to the 
practice of physical therapy. Studies will include the 
osteokinematics, arthrokinematics and assessment of 
accessory joint movements of the upper and lower 
extremities. Musculoskeletal evaluation will focus on 
manual muscle testing, goniometry and surface anatomy 
to include palpation.

PHTH 534	 Functional Anatomy II (3)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This is the second of two courses which focus on the 
study of human motion with emphasis on biomechanics 
and functional anatomy and their relationship to the 
fundamental understanding of exercise concepts and 
musculoskeletal evaluation with application to musculoskeletal 
dysfunction. Studies will include the osteokinematics, 
arthrokinematics and assessment of accessory joint 
movements of the spine and temporomandibular joint. 
Musculoskeletal evaluation of the spine and head will 
include manual muscle testing, goniometry, palpation 
of surface anatomy structures and posture with reference 
to the whole body.

PHTH 536	 Physical Therapy Practice Seminar I (2)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course examines the professional role of the physical 
therapist, the American Physical Therapy Association, 
the history of the profession, Standards of Practice, the 
Code of Ethics, licensure issues, current issues facing 
the physical therapy practitioner and the law related to 
physical therapy.

PHTH 538	 Therapeutic Exercise and Interventions 
(4)

Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 
accepted into the program.

This course includes concepts and practice with 
therapeutic exercise and interventions, including passive, 
active assistive, active and resistive range of motion, 
strengthening programs, stretching exercises, mobilization 
techniques for the extremity joints, relaxation exercises 
and gait training. Students will develop and write home 
programs, design exercise programs for therapeutic 
purposes and critically analyze interventions.

PHTH 540	 Principles of Evidence-Based Practice I 
(1)

	 Graded Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This is the first of three courses designed to introduce 
the student to evidence-based practice and the process 
of critical inquiry. These courses will prepare the student 
to become a knowledgeable consumer of research and 
the professional literature as it relates to the practice 
of physical therapy. In this course the student will 
develop competence in identifying, locating, retrieving, 
understanding and applying the principles of research to 
the practice of physical therapy. (Cross-listed OCTH 520)

PHTH 541	 Principles of Evidence-Based Practice II 
(2)

Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to 
students accepted into the program. The student must 
successfully complete all coursework each quarter to 
progress to the next quarter in the program.

This is the second of three courses designed to introduce 
the student to evidence-based practice and the process of 
critical inquiry. These courses will prepare the student 
to become a knowledgeable consumer of research and 
the professional literature as it relates to the practice of 
physical therapy. In this course the student will develop 
an understanding of research design, research methods 
and statistical applications related to critical inquiry 
in physical therapy.

PHTH 542	 Principles of Evidence-Based Practice 
III (2)

	 Graded Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This is the third of three courses designed to introduce 
the student to evidence-based practice and the process 
of critical inquiry. These courses will prepare the student 
to become a knowledgeable consumer of research and 
the professional literature as it relates to the practice of 
physical therapy. In this course the student will develop 
an understanding of outcome measures used in physical 
therapy to document effectiveness and efficacy of clinical 
practice. Students will develop oral presentation skill 
through the preparation and presentation of a group 
project on a specific outcome measure.

PHTH 546	 Integumentary Therapeutics (4)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course provides the student with classroom discussion 
and laboratory experiences on the physiological bases for 
and clinical applications of physical therapy interventions 
applied to the integumentary system. These include 
massage, superficial and deep heat, ultraviolet radiation, 
cryotherapy, aquatic therapy, hydrotherapy and basic 
wound management. Foundational client management 
skills such as positioning, draping, transfers, universal 
precautions and examination of vital signs are also included.

PHTH 547	 Professional Development Seminar (2)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
The purpose of this seminar is to provide students with 
opportunities to explore the responsibilities and behaviors 
expected of the physical therapist and to assess their own 
progress toward professional development. Included are 
presentations by master clinicians and group discussions 
with experts to explore issues of professional development.

PHTH 553	 Educational Aspects of Physical 
Therapy (2)

Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 
accepted into the program.

This course will introduce the student to the role of the 
physical therapist as an educator. The course includes 
theories of teaching and learning, the importance of 
learning styles, behavioral objectives, evaluation of 
teaching, motivation and compliance and adult learners. 
The differences in educating multicultural patient 
populations will be discussed. Clinical teaching will be 
done in role-playing situations. Students will prepare 
and present a teaching unit to a community group.

PHTH 554	 Diagnosis in Physical Therapy (4)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course will introduce the student to radiology, lab 
values and pathology and their application to current 
physical therapy practice. The course will provide: 1. a 
model for diagnostic decision making within a physical 
therapy scope of practice, 2. an overview of systems to 
facilitate the students’ knowledge of signs and symptoms 
that mimic musculoskeletal conditions and 3. the skills/
behaviors/knowledge needed for safe practice.

PHTH 561	 Clinical Education Seminar I (1)
	 Graded Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This is the first of six clinical education seminars. The 
purpose of these seminars is to prepare students for the 
clinical internships. Included in Clinical Education Seminar 
I are an introduction to the clinical education program, 
procedures for internship site selection, introduction to 
the generic abilities and education in the Occupation 
Health and Safety Administration requirements.

PHTH 562	 Clinical Education Seminar II (1)
	 Graded Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This is the second of six clinical education seminars. 
The purpose of these seminars is to prepare students for 
the clinical internships. Included in Clinical Education 
Seminar II are discussions on clinical education, the 
generic abilities and AIDS education.

PHTH 563	 Clinical Education Seminar III (1)
	 Graded Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This is the third of six clinical education seminars. The 
purpose of these seminars is to prepare students for the 
clinical internships. Included in Clinical Education Seminar 
III are discussions of the role of the clinical instructor, 
characteristics of an effective clinical instructor and an 
effective student, the clinical performance instrument 
and cardiopulmonary resuscitation.
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PHTH 618	 Musculoskeletal Systems III (4)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course is the third of three utilizing a case-
based problem solving approach to the treatment of 
musculoskeletal conditions. The emphasis is on clients 
with spinal dysfunction. Additional orthopedic conditions 
addressed include the temporomandibular joint, thoracic 
outlet/inlet syndrome, soft tissue mobilization and 
physical therapy in industry. The course facilitates the 
student’s abilities to problem solve simple diagnoses to 
more complex diagnoses within the scope of physical 
therapy practice. Physical therapy interventions will 
be addressed.

PHTH 626	 Neuromuscular Systems I (5)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course utilizes a client-centered (case study) approach 
to provide the student with the knowledge and skills 
to manage a client with peripheral or central nervous 
system disorder. This course includes, but is not limited 
to, the care of clients with peripheral neuropathy, cranial 
nerve dysfunction, complex regional pain syndrome 
(reflex sympathetic dystrophy syndrome), disorders of 
the basal ganglia, demyelinating diseases of the central 
nervous system, cerebellar dysfunction, traumatic brain 
injury, vestibular dysfunction, central nervous system 
infections and cerebrovascular accident.

PHTH 627	 Neuromuscular Systems II (3)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course focuses on the patient/client with spinal 
cord injury. Examination of this patient/client with 
multiple system involvement, medical systems review, 
therapeutic interventions, multi-disciplinary approaches 
to care, functional outcomes, technology and current 
research are all addressed.

PHTH 628	 Neuromuscular Systems III (4)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course utilizes a client-centered (case study) 
approach to provide the student with the knowledge 
and skills to manage a pediatric client with a disability. 
Theories of motor development, motor milestones and 
standardized assessments will be studied to provide 
a basis for understanding movement dysfunction in 
children with disabilities.

PHTH 634	 Exercise Physiology (3)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
Study of the acute and chronic effects of exercise and 
work on the human body with emphasis on the processes 
that control and regulate important properties of living 
systems. Topics include the fundamentals of human 
energy, nutrition, measurement of human energy 
expenditure, the cardiovascular system, the pulmonary 
system, the neuromuscular system, hormone factors 
affecting physiological function, body composition 
and the effects of aging. The application of exercise for 
fitness and wellness in the practice of physical therapy 
will be emphasized.

PHTH 635	 Cardiopulmonary Systems (4)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course utilizes a client-centered (case study) 
approach to provide the student with the knowledge 
and skills to enable him/her to manage a client with 
cardiac and/or pulmonary system pathology. This course 
includes but is not limited to the care of clients with 
angina pectoris, coronary artery disease, congestive heart 
failure, mitral valve stenosis, myocardial infarction, post-
coronary artery bypass graft surgery, heart and heart/
lung transplantation, chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease, bronchitis, cystic fibrosis, asthma, restrictive 
lung disease, pneumonia, atelectasis, pneumothorax, 
hemothorax and pulmonary embolus.
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PHTH 569	 Health Care Systems I (2)
Prerequisites:	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course is the first of two courses that address health 
care delivery issues. This course explores and compares 
models of health care systems. Included are the issues 
of managed care, multiprovider systems, marketing, 
availability and accessibility of health care.

PHTH 571	 Neuroscience (5)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
The structure and function of the central nervous system 
(CNS) are presented in this foundational course in physical 
therapy. The relationships between the somatosensory 
system, spinal cord and brainstem reflexes and motor 
systems are presented. Students will also learn how the 
CNS develops and the consequences of malformations 
of the CNS during development. Clinical signs and 
symptoms of specific CNS pathology will be presented 
and related to patients with movement disorders that 
receive physical therapy services.

PHTH 572	 Applied Neuroscience (4)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course provides the student with the opportunity 
to apply principles of neuroscience, anatomy and 
biomechanics to the control of sensation, posture and 
balance, motor control in disordered systems and motor 
learning. Students will learn to perform clinical sensory, 
reflex and cranial nerve examinations, electrophysiologic 
examinations, examinations of posture, balance, spasticity 
and rigidity. Students will also learn to apply selected 
physical therapy interventions directed at modulation 
of the sensory and motor systems.

PHTH 576	 Pharmacology (2)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
The course provides a basic knowledge of pharmacology 
for the physical therapist in order to incorporate the effects 
of drugs into an appropriate design and implementation 
of the patient care process.

PHTH 581	 Clinical Internship I (5)
	 Graded Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
Clinical Internship I consists of a full time educational 
experience in a clinical setting for 5 (five) weeks during 
summer quarter of the first year of the DPT Program. 
The primary purposes are to gain experience with 
examination, evaluation and intervention skills learned 
in the first academic year, practice and demonstrate 
developing level behavioral criteria in the generic abilities 
and interact with patients and health care professionals 
in the clinical environment.

PHTH 596	 Experimental Course (1–8)

PHTH 599	 Independent Study (1–8)
Prerequisites: 	 permission of the instructor and department chair.

PHTH 616	 Musculoskeletal Systems I (5)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course is the first of three utilizing a case-based 
problem solving approach to the examination and 
treatment of musculoskeletal conditions. The emphasis 
is on clients with fractures and amputations. The course 
facilitates the student’s abilities to problem solve simple 
diagnoses to more complex diagnoses within the scope of 
physical therapy practice. Physical therapy interventions 
will be addressed.

PHTH 617	 Musculoskeletal Systems II (5)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course is the second of three utilizing a case-based 
problem solving approach to the examination and 
treatment of musculoskeletal conditions. The emphasis 
is on clients with arthritis and soft tissue injuries in or 
of the extremities. The course facilitates the student’s 
abilities to problem solve simple diagnoses to more 
complex diagnoses within the scope of physical therapy 
practice. Physical therapy interventions will be addressed.

PHTH 636	 Physical Therapy Practice Seminar II 
(2)

Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 
accepted into the program.

The role of physical therapy in health care will be 
discussed. Speakers will present information on health care 
delivery, contrasting urban and rural areas. Community 
agencies, clinical decision making/ethics and the role 
of other health care professionals will be introduced. 
Leadership/advocacy issues will be addressed as they 
relate to these topic areas.

PHTH 639	 Topics in Physical Therapy (2–6)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course will provide the student with opportunities 
to explore specific topic areas in depth using the four 
practice patterns described in the Guide to Physical 
Therapist Practice: musculoskeletal, neuromuscular, 
cardiopulmonary and integumentary patterns. Specific 
course content will be offered in a variety of practice 
arenas to provide the participant with an opportunity 
to increase knowledge and skills in physical therapy 
practice. The behaviors and attitudes expected at the 
doctoral level will also be addressed.

PHTH 641	 Multiple Systems (2)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
The course applies an analytical approach to the treatment 
of patients/clients with multiple systems involvement and 
requires integration of aspects of learning from previous 
courses. Emphasis is placed on comprehensive case 
study management of clients with psychiatric disorders, 
immunologic disorders, cancer, eating disorders, women’s 
health problems, complex medical problems, metabolic 
disorders, hematologic disorders and medical emergencies. 
The topic of wellness is also explored.

PHTH 646	 Integumentary Systems (3)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course provides the student with the knowledge 
and skills to enable him/her to manage the client with 
integumentary disorders. The course includes, but is 
not limited to, the care of clients with burns, wounds, 
peripheral vascular disease and diabetes.

PHTH 661	 Clinical Education Seminar IV (1)
	 Graded Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This is the fourth of six clinical education seminars. The 
purpose of these seminars is to prepare students for the 
clinical internships. Included in Clinical Education Seminar 
IV are discussions on the first clinical internship, the 
generic abilities, student responsibilities, communication, 
professional behavior and internship expectations.

PHTH 662	 Clinical Education Seminar V (1)
	 Graded Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This is the fifth of six clinical education seminars. The 
purpose of these seminars is to prepare the students for 
the clinical internships. Included in Clinical Education 
Seminar V are active learning opportunities with physical 
therapist assistant students, chart review, discussion on 
professionalism and goal writing.

PHTH 663	 Clinical Education Seminar VI (1)
	 Graded Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This is the sixth of six clinical education seminars. 
The purpose of these seminars is to prepare students 
for the clinical internships. Included in Clinical 
Education Seminar VI are the selections for clinical 
internships, discussion of expectations and the syllabi 
for the ten-week internships, discussions of legal 
and ethical issues that may occur during clinical 
internships and participation in a team conference 
on a case-based patient.
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PHTH 665	 Physical Therapy Administration (3)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
Upon completion of this course, the student will be able 
to develop, administer and manage a physical therapy 
practice, utilizing the human and material resources 
available, for effective delivery of services.

PHTH 669	 Health Care Systems II (3)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This course is the second of two courses addressing health 
care delivery issues. This course is focused on strategic 
planning, legal structures of health care systems and the 
financing of health care.

PHTH 675	 Clinical Research I (2)
	 Graded Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This is the first of four courses designed to guide the 
student through the process of contributing to the body 
of knowledge in physical therapy through the preparation 
of clinical case reports. In this course, students will 
prepare a case report based upon the case history of a 
patient they provided intervention to during Clinical 
Internship I. Students will work with faculty mentors to 
prepare the case report and will present the case report to 
faculty and clinicians in a platform format presentation.

PHTH 680	 Geriatrics (2)
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
The course will provide physical therapist students with 
opportunities to discuss the demographics and theories 
of aging, examine personal attitudes on aging, contrast 
normal and pathological aging in patients presented 
from long term care facilities and the community, design 
a physical therapy plan of care and create an exercise 
program for an elderly client.PH
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PHTH 770	 Clinical Research II (3)
	 Graded Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This is the second of four courses designed to prepare 
the student to participate in clinical research in the field 
of physical therapy. In this series of courses students will 
prepare a multiple case report, based upon patients they 
identified during their full-time clinical internships. 
Students will work with an assigned faculty mentor to 
prepare a written multiple case report. Students will 
present their multiple case reports to a committee of 
faculty members as part of their final project.

PHTH 771	 Clinical Research III (3)
	 Grades Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This is the third of four courses designed to prepare the 
student to participate in clinical research in the field of 
physical therapy. In this series of courses students will 
prepare a multiple case report, based upon patients they 
identified during their full-time clinical internships. 
Students will work with an assigned faculty mentor to 
prepare a written multiple case report. Students will 
present their multiple case reports to a committee of 
faculty members as part of their final project.

PHTH 772	 Clinical Research IV (3)
	 Graded Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
This is the fourth of four courses designed to prepare the 
student to participate in clinical research in the field of 
physical therapy. In this series of courses students will 
prepare a multiple case report, based upon patients they 
identified during their full time clinical internships. 
Students will work with an assigned faculty mentor to 
prepare a written multiple case report. Students will 
present their multiple case reports to a committee of 
faculty members as part of their final project.

PHTH 780	 Clinical Internship II (10)
	 Graded Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
Clinical Internship II consists of a full time educational 
experience in a clinical setting for 10 (ten) weeks. The 
primary purposes are to gain experience in an acute 
care, rehabilitation or specialty setting, demonstrate 
progress toward entry-level behavioral criteria in the 
generic abilities and clinically apply skills and knowledge 
attained in the first two years of the program. Upon 
completion of the internship, the student will demonstrate 
performance at a level of professional clinical competency 
consistent with the expectations of a physical therapist 
in a similar practice setting (acute care, rehabilitation 
or specialty setting).

PHTH 781	 Clinical Internship III (10)
	 Graded Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
Clinical Internship III consists of a full-time educational 
experience in a clinical setting for 10 (ten) weeks. The 
primary purposes are to gain experience in an acute 
care, rehabilitation or specialty setting, demonstrate 
progress toward entry-level behavioral criteria in the 
generic abilities and clinically apply skills and knowledge 
attained in the first two years of the program. Upon 
completion of the internship, the student will demonstrate 
performance at a level of professional clinical competency 
consistent with the expectations of a physical therapist 
in a similar practice setting (acute care, rehabilitation 
or specialty setting).

PHTH 782	 Clinical Internship IV (10)
	 Graded Pass/No Credit.
Prerequisites: 	 all courses in physical therapy are restricted to students 

accepted into the program.
Clinical Internship IV consists of a full-time educational 
experience in a clinical setting for 10 (ten) weeks. The 
primary purposes are to gain experience in an acute care, 
rehabilitation or specialty setting, demonstrate entry-level 
behavioral criteria in the generic abilities and clinically 
apply skills and knowledge attained in the first two years 
of the program. Upon completion of the internship, 
the student will demonstrate performance at a level of 
professional clinical competency consistent with the 
expectations of a physical therapist in a similar practice 
setting (acute care, rehabilitation or specialty setting).


