
EASTERN

EASTERN Magazine

SP
RI

NG
/S

UM
M

ER
 0

7 THE MAGAZINE for Eastern Washington University Alumni and Friends

     Up
Front

Editor – Teresa Conway

Interim Editor – Linda Hagen Miller 

Graphic Design – Ryan Gaard ‘02

Contributing Writers – Linda Hagen Miller,  

Shannon Amidon ‘05, Paul Warner ‘06, Pat Spanjer ’80, 

Teresa Conway, Jessica Halliday, Lisa Poplawski ‘94 and ‘01

Photography – Eric Galey ’84, Larry Conboy, Ryan Gaard ‘02

Editorial Board – Doug Kelley ’83, Jack Lucas ’77,  

Pia Hansen ’98, Barb Richey ‘92 and ‘98, Kory Kelly ‘98,  
Yvonne Morton (EWU parent)

Director of Alumni Advancement – Lisa Poplawski ‘94 and ‘01

EWU Alumni Association President – Von Klohe ‘88 

EWU Foundation Chair – Dave Walker

Contact Us
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	 E-mail:	 ewualum@ewu.edu
	 Phone:	 (509) 359-4550 or (888) EWU-ALUM
	 Website:	 www.ewu.edu/alumni
	 Write:	 Office of Alumni Advancement 
						    506 F Street, Cheney, WA 99004-2402
	 Fax:				 (509) 359-4551
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EASTERN, a magazine for alumni and friends of Eastern Washington  
University, is published in fall, winter and spring by University  
Relations and mailed free in the U.S. to alumni of record.

A complete online version of this issue is 
available at www.ewu.edu/easternmagazine

Eastern Washington University’s 
birthday cake is different than most. 
Tradition would require 125 candles, 
one for each year of service. Our cake, 
however, glows with more than 68,000 
candles representing each of our alumni 
throughout the institution’s storied 
history. 

While much ado will be made this 
year as we commemorate Eastern’s 125th 
anniversary, the celebration is really 
about you, our alumni. Like a proud 
parent, the Eastern community looks on 

the accomplishments of alumni as an affirmation of our history, strengthening our 
resolve to meet the challenges and opportunities before us.

Eastern has never been stronger. Student enrollment remains at 10,000, we are 
formalizing our presence in the Spokane area with a new building and recently 
received legislative support for renovation to campus buildings. Together we can start 
something big (our new tagline, brand promise and commitment to our community).

A vital component to future success remains alumni accomplishment and 
involvement. Under the leadership of President Rodolfo Arévalo, the campus 
community is nearing finalization of a comprehensive strategic plan that will shape 
EWU’s vision for years to come.

As vice president for University Advancement, my role is simple: maintain and 
enhance alumni relationships so that alumni can continue to play an integral role in 
EWU’s success. Alumni participation is best manifested via three areas:

Information: Through numerous channels, we inform alumni about the life, 
challenges and success of Eastern and our students. Whether via positive press, 
the alumni magazine, monthly Enews (subscribe at www.ewu.edu/alumni) or the 
University’s website www.ewu.edu (soon to be redesigned), we want to provide 
you with information relevant to your experience and interests.

Involvement: We want our alumni to have opportunities to participate in East-
ern life by enhancing and developing programming opportunities such as educa-
tional offerings, cultural outings, athletic events and social functions. Please visit   
www.ewu.edu/alumni for a list of upcoming activities.

Investment: When alumni invest time and/or resources toward areas such 
as student recruitment, graduate career placement, internship opportunities, 
leadership boards and philanthropy, they help today’s students and advance the 
mission of EWU.  

What has made Eastern successful today is exactly what will make it successful 
as we go forward – YOU, our alumni. We value your leadership, appreciate your 
support and need your advocacy. Contact me. I’d love to hear from you.

Michael Westfall, vice president for University Advancement 
mwestfall@ewu.edu or (509) 359-7099
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