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If you are an Eastern or Cheney Normal School alum or faculty member and have written a general interest book or have a music CD on the market 
(self-published works will be included if space allows) and would like to have it considered for inclusion in Eastern magazine’s Sights and Sounds 
section, please send it (along with your contact information) to: Eastern Magazine, 300 Showalter Hall, Cheney, WA 99004-2445.

Thomas Edison for Kids: His Life and Ideas
By Laurie Carlson (’98 MA history) Chicago Review Press, Inc.

Carlson’s book is the 2007 American Association for the Advancement of Science Award- winner for 
best children’s science activity book. Known for her history, science and activity books for kids, Carlson 
has now applied her significant energies to creating a resource for parents, teachers and children to 
learn more about Thomas Edison’s life, times and inventions in an engaging, hands-on manner. 
  Like her entire catalog of kids’ educational activity books, Thomas Edison for Kids provides ample 
context for the experiments and projects so that children may gain a full understanding of what it 
is that they’re doing and why. Along the way, discussions of Edison’s methods, perseverance, and 
constant pursuit of knowledge model an enthusiasm for general scientific discovery not often seen by 
the young. Additional historical context is provided by abundant archival photos and examinations of 
Edison’s relationships with his peers, friends and rivals of the time — Tesla and Ford among them. 
   The activities cover a range of interests and abilities, from constructing an electrical circuit to testing botanicals. Adults will want to read the 
directions thoroughly before sitting down with impatient little ones — diagrams for experiments are rather basic for those of us somewhat 
removed from our science class years. That said, they are usually easy to set up and generally don’t require too much in the way of specialized 
equipment. (www.lauriecarlson.com)

The Night Birds
By Thomas Maltman (’95 BA English) Soho Press

The Night Birds is the intertwining story of two generations of the Senger family, German immigrants who fled 
sectarian violence in Missouri to settle in the prairies of Minnesota. 
  The story begins in 1876 when young Asa Senger’s world is altered by the return of his Aunt Hazel, long thought 
dead, after she is released from a mental institution. She comes bearing the secrets of a past that everyone else 
wants to forget. Through her stories, Asa learns the truth about his family and himself. 
   Spanning almost two decades, Hazel’s story begins with the Senger family’s initiation to the Minnesota prairie, 
where they would soon befriend the neighboring – and now vanished – Dakota Indians. This relationship would 
shape not only the Senger family, but the Dakota tribe as well, and play a role in the subsequent Great Sioux 
Uprising and mass-execution of 38 Dakota Indians. Prefigured by the twin ravens Hunin and Munin – Memory and 
Understanding – from his dead grandfather’s treasured Grimm’s fairly tales, Asa soon learns that his own identity is 
bound up in his family’s lost history. 
  Maltman’s lyrical narrative skillfully blends historical events with one family’s personal struggles, creating an epic 
journey that readers won’t soon forget. (www.thomasmaltman.com)

Plateau Indians and the Quest for Spiritual Power, 1700-1850
By Larry Cebula (’92 MA history) University of Nebraska Press

Fusing myriad primary and secondary sources, historian Larry Cebula offers a compelling master narrative of the 
impact of Christianity on the Columbia Plateau peoples in the Pacific Northwest from 1700 to 1850.
   For the Native peoples of the Columbia Plateau, the arrival of whites was understood primarily as a spiritual 
event, calling for religious explanations. Between 1700 and 1806, Native peoples of the Columbia Plateau 
experienced the presence of whites indirectly through the arrival of horses, some trade goods by long-distance 
exchange, and epidemic diseases that decimated their population and shook their faith in their religious beliefs. 
Many responded by participating in the Prophet Dance movement to restore their frayed links to the spirit world.
   When whites arrived in the early 19th century, the Native peoples of the Columbia Plateau were more 
concerned with learning about white peoples’ religious beliefs and spiritual power than with acquiring their 
trade goods; trading posts were seen as windows into another world rather than sources of goods. The whites’ 
strange appearance and seeming immunity to disease and the unique qualities of their goods and technologies 
suggested great spiritual power to the Native peoples. But disillusionment awaited: Catholic and Protestant 
missionaries came to teach the Native peoples about Christianity, yet these white spiritual practices failed to 
protect them from a new round of epidemic disease. By 1850, with their world devastatingly altered, most  
Plateau Indians had rejected Christianity. 
   Steven M. Foutain of Itinerario says Cebula has crafted “a smart and accessible book addressing complex issues of cultural  
syncretism in a region of many actors.” (www.nebraskapress.unl.edu)

Correction: The Web address for Bryan Bogue’s CD Get Real, featured in the fall 2007 Sights and Sounds, is incorrect. Check out Bogue’s CD at web.mac.com/BLBogue.
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You don’t have to be in Cheney to get your hands on the latest EWU gear. Check out our new 
store in Spokane at the Schade Towers, right across from the Riverpoint Campus, or you can 
always shop online at www.bookstore.ewu.edu.

1. 	Hooded Sweatshirt 
	 Red or Black S-XXL $29

2. 	Full Zip Hooded Sweatshirt 
	 S-XL $37, XXL $39

University Bookstore Spokane
Eastern Washington University
528 E. Spokane Falls Blvd.
Spokane, WA 99202

it’s easier than ever to show your eagle pride!

1

2

4

5

6

www.bookstore.ewu.edu •  888.524.5124 •  509.456.2800

university bookstore

3.	  1/4 Zip Pullover 
	  S-XL $39, XXL $42

4. 	Button Long-sleeve Twill Shirt 
	 S-XL $37, XXL $39

5. 	T-shirt – Oxford, Black, 
	 Red or White S-XXL $9.95

6. 	Sweatshirt 
	 Red or Black S-XXL $33
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