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At its simplest level, anthropology is the 
study of human beings. A broader defi -
nition includes their distribution, origin, 
physical characteristics, environmental and 
social relationships, cultures and races.

Interest in anthropology is growing at Eastern. 
Students are exposed to the subject through general 
education credit courses and through upper-division 
culture and gender diversity courses and international 
studies courses. There are about 50 current students 
majoring in the fi eld.

Today, if a hair and scalp sample like the one 
found in the Pietrzak case needed to go to the 

Washington State Patrol Crime Lab for analy-
sis, it would be sent to the campus of Eastern 
Washington University.

The WSP’s new crime lab is located in an $11 million, 
state-of-the-art facility just off Washington Street on 
campus. The grand opening was held in June.

The 32,000-square-foot building is projected to house 
30 forensic scientists, and it’s a far cry from the previous 

5,000-square-foot lab in the crowded basement of Spo-
kane’s Public Safety Building. In the new facility, there are 

19 scientists providing biochemistry/DNA, chemistry, fi re-
arms/toolmarks, trace evidence, criminalistics, latent fi nger-

print identifi cation, clandestine laboratory response and crime 
scene response for the 20 counties of eastern Washington. And 

there’s room to grow.
Also growing is the forensic science option within Eastern’s baccalau-

reate chemistry/biochemistry major. Begun in 2003, this academic track is 
headed by Peter Bilous, a forensic expert who has worked on more than 400 cases, 

much of it with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. And it is drawing in students in record 
numbers – yes, driven in part by the popularity of TV’s CSI franchise of shows – and it remains the 

state’s only such forensic science program.
The WSP lab is also a fi rst – the fi rst-ever partnership between academia and the forensic com-

munity. “Our students will have rare and valuable hands-on experience because of this crime lab 
on campus,” Bilous said.

About half of Eastern’s majors go on to postgrad-
uate study and the other half move into workplace 
environments in which international or cross-cultural 
components are valued. 

Among its baccalaureate degree holders in an-
thropology, the University has graduates who have 
taught in Aboriginal schools in Australia, adminis-
tered islands in Micronesia, served in embassies in 
Islamabad and Baghdad, worked in the Peace Corps 
in Africa and worked with migrant populations in 
America, to name a few. 

Anthropology at Eastern

 A Forensic Science Partnership



19www.ewu.edu 19www.ewu.eduRay and June Johnson

Every outstanding university must have a library fi lled with preeminent books, current periodicals, contemporary research 
and essential technology to inspire student success and community engagement – a goal that Eastern alumni Ray (’78, BA 
physical education) and June (’78, BA home economics-merchandising) Johnson clearly value.

To help Eastern maintain and expand its library resources for students like senior Mike Horrocks, a music education major 
– and all students, today and into the future – the Johnsons recently included a bequest for the EWU Libraries in their 
estate plan. 

“We plan to increase the amount of our bequest over the years because we believe Eastern’s library is central to its ability to 
continue growing its great academic degrees and programs,” said Ray, who was EWU Alumni Association president, 2000-01.

To learn more about how to make a bequest to the EWU Foundation, contact:
Gayle Ogden, JD
EWU Offi  ce of Planned Giving
127 Hargreaves
Cheney, WA  99004-2413
(509) 981-4496
gogden@mail.ewu.edu
www.ewu.edu/x4653.xml

A Legacy for the Library
“I resolved to stop accumulating and begin the infi nitely more serious and diffi  cult 
task of wise distribution.”

 – Andrew Carnegie, philanthropist of community-based libraries in America


