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EWU Hosts First Group of Iraqi 
Educators in the USA

This summer, Eastern hosted the fi rst USA-sponsored visit of Iraqi educators 

in America. The group of 13 Iraqi teachers came to Eastern to learn new 

teaching methods as part of a reform and modernization program for 

the Iraqi educational system.

Universities all across the country vied for the $400,000 grant 

from the U.S. State Department’s Bureau of Educational and Cultur-

al Affairs to conduct the program. Eastern, the institution which 

secured the grant, has expertise in such educational reform proj-

ects, having hosted Pakistani educators last year, as well as a 

group of Armenian educators. A second cohort of Iraqis (school 

administrators) arrives this fall for a similar experience at East-

ern – and another Pakistani project at EWU next year will focus 

on education for women and young girls in Pakistan.

While in America, the Iraqis also visited some of America’s 

historic landmark sites on the East Coast, as well as regional 

visits in the Northwest. (With security still an issue for them 

at home, the Iraqi teacher in this photo at Mount. St. Helens 

asked that his name not be used.) 

“They experienced a rich and genuine slice of American life 

while forming a lasting network of personal and professional rela-

tionships with American educators,” said Earl Gibbons, vice provost 

for Academic Affairs-International and Educational Outreach.

“I’m so impressed by the techniques teachers use here,” said a high 

school teacher from Baghdad. “They teach with games and pictures. I 

want to apply them in Iraq. We don’t have electricity in our school now, so 

no computers. But maybe I will buy a laptop – it’s a fi rst step.”

Hurricane Katrina Response
 
The thoughts and hopeful wishes of the entire Eastern community 
extend to those in the Gulf Coast region who were impacted by 
Hurricane Katrina this summer. 

As of early September, contact with our alumni, friends and colleagues there had been 

sketchy and brief. But as communication systems become reliable once again, outreach 

to our extended family in Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama will continue.

This fall, Eastern is enrolling some of the students who had been attending colleges in 

the hurricane-devastated area, and Eastern faculty, staff and students are mobilizing fund-

raising drives in support of national relief organizations. 

If you wish to assist the overall hurricane relief effort, please contribute to those reputable national 

and local organizations reliably known for providing assistance under circumstances such as these. 



4th Largest Social Work Program

1982 $289 tuition & fees per quarter
 8,155 students

1996 $810 tuition & fees per quarter
 7,594 students

2004 $1,194 tuition & fees per quarter 
 9,775 students

1925 free tuition ($5 per-term enrollment fee)
 823 students

1947 free tuition ($18.50 in fees per term)
 1,322 students

1965 $20 tuition & fees per quarter
 3,658 students

Fall 2005

Consider the proportions. No. 1-ranked Fordham University has a student enrollment of 15,000 

to draw from and No. 2 Columbia Univer-

sity has 23,000 – while EWU has a total 

headcount enrollment of 9,800 students. 

(The No. 3 school is the University of Mary-

land-Baltimore.)

Eastern’s statewide mission is growing, 

as it is expanding on its part-time, master’s-

level social work programs for working 

professionals in Everett and north Puget 

Sound, Yakima and Toppenish and Van-

couver-Clark County, as well as in Idaho. 

The need for competent social work 

practitioners “will grow faster than the av-

erage for all occupations through 2012,” 

according to the U.S. Department of La-

bor’s Occupational Outlook Handbook 

2004-05 Edition. 

EWU is No. 4 in the nation and proud of it. With some 625 stu-
dents in its bachelor’s and master’s programs in social work this 
past year, Eastern’s School of Social Work and Human Services 
was ranked fourth (by size) in the nation by the Council on So-
cial Work Education.

Tuition and Enrollment Through the Years
An Eastern education continues to be a good investment for the dollar. In addition to the intellectual and personal 

growth it provides, people with college degrees can expect to earn approximately twice what high school graduates 

do over the course of their working lives, according to the Census Bureau. 

 Here’s how tuition and enrollment have changed at Eastern over the years.

Driving 
for Scholarships
Eagle license plates fi rst became available in 1996, with $28 of the 

$30 assessed for the specialty plates going to fund scholarships at 

the University. With more than 1,207 EWU license plates issued 

so far, that means more than $70,500 in scholarship funds have 

gone to Eastern students from license plate revenues. 
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ments on campus (such as communication disorders, 

occupational and physical therapy).

“We expect also to provide training for outside 

schools and community sites on the best practices for 

working with kids with autism,” said Marion Moore, 

associate professor of counseling, education and devel-

opmental psychology and director of the preschool.

Autism is a neurological disorder affecting behav-

ioral, speech, social and cognitive functions in as many 

as one in 200 children. 
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Within a matter of months, Eastern will have 

a formal point of entry to campus in the 

form of a 2,500-square-foot Visitors Center 

– long a goal of alumni and friends, not to 

mention administrators and students. 

Now under construction next to Sutton 

Hall, across F Street from the Showalter Hall 

parking lot, the brick building is designed 

to be a destination and point of departure 

for first-time visitors and guests and an in-

formation center for programs, activities 

and events. It’s also where the Eagle 

Ambassadors (tour guides) will be 

housed and where campus maps 

and parking and other information 

will be readily available.

The $2.4 million project is ex-

pected to be completed by late 

winter-early spring. 

Thanks to a $425,000 allocation (for two years) to 

EWU from the state, the University is partnering with Sa-

cred Heart Medical Center – working with the Northwest 

Autism Center – to improve services to autistic children. 

This fall quarter, EWU is opening a preschool for 

autistic children in Martin Hall. Not only will enrolled 

children receive specialized help, the school will provide 

training for their parents. And it will provide training 

and research opportunities for Eastern students and fac-

ulty, as well as bringing in expertise from other depart-

Visitors Center Under Construction

Region’s Only 
Preschool for Autistic 
Children Housed at EWU

It used to be that families with au-
tistic children in eastern Washington 
needed to travel to the west side of the 
mountains for the complex set of services needed to help them. No more.

Th e Sweet Sounds 
of KEWU-FM 
Eastern’s radio station, Jazz 89.5 

KEWU-FM, Spokane’s premier jazz 

music source, this summer was named 

Small Market Jazz Station of the Year by 

JazzWeek magazine. And completing the sweep, KEWU program-

mer Elizabeth Farriss (’05, BA electronic media and fi lmic arts) was 

named Jazz Programmer of the Year.

The awards are especially sweet for the station that operates 

with a smaller budget and staff than other stations up for the 

award – and which now broadcasts on 10,000 watts, af-

ter fi rst hitting the airwaves in 1950 with a 10-watt 

transmitter. KEWU-FM is also home to EWU 

Eagles athletic teams’ broadcasts.
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Also rather quietly, the Press has been gar-

nering significant awards and achievements – 

several in this past year – including two for Ayat 

Jamilah, a collection of Muslim folktales. The 

book was named one of Newsweek magazine’s 

10 Best Children’s Religious Books and received 

the Aesop Award from the Children’s Folklore 

section of the American Folklore Society.

Several other Press-published authors and 

their works have received awards from such 

prestigious groups as the Fulbright Commis-

sion and National Education Association and 

received favorable reviews in publications such 

as the New York Times Book Review.

Governor Martin House – just across F Street from the 

front lawn of Showalter Hall – is now the Governor 

Martin Alumni House. Formerly a shared facility, the 

brick ranch home where former Washington Gov. 

Clarence Martin once resided is now devoted to Eastern 

alumni. And it’s a stone’s throw away from the new 

University Visitors Center now under construction. Stop 

by when you’re in town.

In total, more than 15,000 students from all 50 

states and Canada have traveled to 35 countries as 

part of the People to People Student Ambassador Pro-

gram and the Sports Ambassador Program, with East-

ern providing the academic credentialing portion of 

the experience. IFS courses range from mass media and 

Not Your Father’s Little Literary Press Anymore 

What’s 25 Years Old and 15,000 Strong?

It’s All for You

International Field Studies at Eastern Washington University! 
Since 1980, IFS has been providing college-level academic credit 
for high school students engaging in study abroad experiences 
– from Ireland to Australia to China.

cultures to the arts to leadership. 

Adults – teachers mostly – also earn 

credit as part of the Ambassador Pro-

gram’s adult professional exchanges. 

“We’ve found over the years that 

this gives students a real focus when they travel and that 

they come back with a better understanding of themselves 

and the world, as well as a better idea of the direction and 

studies they wish to pursue in life,” said Jeannette Phillips, 

program director at Independent Learning and International 

Field Studies at EWU.

The EWU Press is probably best known for the annual literary 
arts festival it presents every spring – Get Lit! Eastern’s literary 
press has been quietly 
moving “up market” 
in recent years and 
is now also publish-
ing works for general 
audiences – such as 

Walking It Off by noted environ-
mentalist and outdoors writer Doug 
Peacock, due out this month.
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Author Salman Rushdie
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Vickie Shields is pleased to “come home to the West” as she 

became dean of the EWU College of Social and Behavioral Sci-

ences in August.

She worked in higher education in Ohio for the past 20 

years, most recently at Bowling Green State University, 

where she was an associate dean and earlier, director of 

women’s studies.

Much of her research focuses on gender representation 

in the media, especially advertising, and she is the author of 

the book, Measuring Up: How Advertising Affects Self Image 

(2002). 

“I am committed to continuing the forward-thinking cur-

riculum integration project begun by Dean Jeffers Chertok be-

fore his untimely death,” she said. “That project is just beginning 

and is very good for the college.” 

Vickie Shields grew up in the Nampa, Idaho, area, where she rode 

quarter horses and went on to become Caldwell Nite Rodeo Queen 1981 and 

Miss Rodeo Idaho 1982 (that last title is a pretty big deal in the world of rodeo). 

She had a good role model, she said – her mother had also been a rodeo queen.

This past spring’s Get Lit! literary arts festival, sponsored by the EWU 

Press, has gotten really hot in the literary world – from poetry slams 

to workshops to world-class presenters. The Stranger, Seat-

tle’s alternative newspaper, even went to lengths to 

tweak its city’s own Bookfest in comparison.

With 2005 headliners Salman Rushdie, author of 

The Satanic Verses; Rita Dove, America’s poet laure-

ate, 1993-95; Robert Bly, noted poet and interna-

tional bestseller; and children’s author and storyteller 

Robert Munsch, author of Love You Forever – Get Lit! 

2005 could be hard to beat.

But don’t count on it. The Get Lit! 2006 lineup will 

be announced this fall. Stay tuned.

New Dean Comes Home to the West

Get Lit! Got Hot!


